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“SOMEONE SPECIAL NEEDS YOU”
STARTS ITS SIXTH YEAR OF
FRIENDSHIP AND FUN

By Tony Senk
The “Buddy System™ x

well — and thriving in

That was clearly evi-
dent last month as the
“Someone Special Needs
You™ special needs kids
and their buddies again
reunited, starting their
sixth season of love and
laughter, caring and com-
passion, and fun and
friendship at the annual
SSNY fall carnival in the
parking lot of the Colts
Neck Reformed Church.

For cach of those six
years., the buddy system
has been the hallmark of
the SSNY parties. For an
hour last month, the kids
and their buddies slid
down a long slide,
chomped away on cotion
candy and popcorn. had
their ups and downs on a
giant trampoline. and
generally enjoyed one
another's  company as
they talked about what
they did over the summer.

There was laughing,
hugging and high-fives all
around — not only from
the kids. but from their
parents and the SSNY
volunteers., oo,

The special needs
kids and the buddies in
the program now number
27 and that’s a number
that Vince Scanelli, one of
the SSNY original
founders, says is very
impressive and encouraging.

“We're happy with how SSNY continues to grow,” said Vince.
“Some of that growth comes from word of mouth. Sometimes. buddies
tell their friends about SSNY, and they stop by to check us out. Also,
buddies seem to run in families. We have a number of brothers and sis-
ters who are buddies. Just before the carnival, we had a little introduc-
tion to SSNY for our three new buddies who came on board this year.
We talked to them about SSNY and what we are trying to accomplish
here, and we told them that the most important part of being a buddy is
that they really need to be committed to it and that they're here every
month for the kids. They need to put their hearts into this because the

(s n gl oo
Christina Assuncao, Colts Neck, and Justin

Guilano, Freehold, who is new to SSNY, “buddy
up” at the SSNY fall carnival, held last month at
the Colts Neck Reformed Church.

/

SSNY event organizers take a quick break during
last month's fall carnival that kicked off the sixth
year of the program. They are, left to right,
Pam Wood, Vince Scanelli, Karen Veralli,
Gina Scanelli, and Angela Kelly.

Megan Jackson from South Amboy, another new
buddy with SSNY, and Joe Vitarelli — and the
monkey behind them — were “going bananas” at

the SSNY fall carnival last month,

continued on page 64
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93 Dutch Lane, Colts Neck

Just Reduced... $749,900!
Custom built 4 bedroom,
2.5 bath home with
full basement on 2.2 acres. Visit
www.realestateshows.com/25324

63 Freesia Court, Holmdel

Village Grande - $594,900
2 bedrooms, 2 full baths,
2 car attached garage.
Numerous upgrades! Visit
www.realestateshows.com/79438

SuSAN REDDINGTON DAvIS
Gloria Nilson £822<

% Real Estate
31 West Main Street, Holmdel, NJ 07733
Office:  732-946-3200 x 151

Cell:  732-586-2337

sdavis(@enrgmac.com

“View thousands of homes from the comfort of vours.”
Visit me at www.glorianilson.com/susandavis

Dr. Anthony Giovine
Dr. Sardana Belkin
Dr. Jenna Levy

» YOGA = MASSAGE
= HPV TESTING & CERVICAL CANCER VACCINES

www.drgiovine.medem.com
personalized care in obstetrics & gynecology

/22-747-9510

34 Sycamore Avenue, 2A, Little Silver, NJ 07739
30 Route 34, Suite 7, Colts Neck. NJ 07722
820 East County Line Road, Lakewood, NJ 08701

Hospital Affiliations: Monmouth & Riverview Medical Centers

Prone (732) 431-3886
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